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cP Pion oes aes aes of Mrs. .Ivesto manaze your defence. It was re- 


Ciift. 
Onondaga, April 17, 1823. 
Mrs. Anicai. Cuirt, 

You are hereby cited to appear before 
the judicatory of the First Presbyterian 
church in Onondaga, at the neeting-house 
on Onondaga west hill, on ‘Tuesday the 29th 
day of April instant, at one o’clock P.M. 
then and there to answer to the following 
charges, namely : that you disbelieve the 
endless punishment of the wicked, and ad- 
vocate the doctrine of Universal Salvation. 
The witnesses to support the above char- 
ges, are Ambrose Judd and Ezra Bryan. 

R. L. HESS, 
Clerk of the judicatory. 
Onondaga, May 17, 1323. 
Mrs. Anrcam Cura T, 
Mapam, 

You are hereby cited to appear before 
the judicatory of the First Presbyterian 
acts of Ouondaga, on Tuesday the 27th 
instant, at the meeting-house of said church 
at Onondaga west hill, at 3 o’clock, P, M 
then and there to answer to certain charg- 
es which are speciiied in the first citation 


seul you. 
Rh. L. HESS 
Cleric of scuid julieui ory. 
Mrs. Anicar Curr, 
Mada i, 


You are hereby notified, that if you ds 
not appear at the timeand place mestio 
edin the above citation, the judicatory 
sides cen: uring you for your contumacy, 
will. after assigning som ; ; 
age your defence, p roceed to take the tes- 
timony in your case, es if you wer ‘ pre- 
sent. ‘The witnessess mentioned in the 
first citation, are cited to appear at the time 
and place ai ovesaid. 

R. L. HESS. 
Crerk « of the said judicatory. 
Onondaga, WMiy 27, 1823, 
Mrs. Arigar Currr, 
Madam, 

fa purstiance of the notice jast given you, 

the Jadicatory met and appointed Moses | 


be- | 
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solved, that you be suspended from the com- 
munion of this church for contumacy, un- 
til you give evidence of repentance, and af- 
ter an investigation of your case, it was re- 
solved, that the charges br. sght against 
you were supported by the testime ny, and 
therefore it was further resolved that you 
be, and are suspended from the commu- 
nion of this church, for the sin of heresy, 
for the term of four months, or until you 
give evidence of repentance. 
R. L. HESS. 
Clerk of the judicatory of the first Pres- 
byterian church in Onondaga. 


REMARKS. 
Excommunication for disbelieving the 
soul-agonizing doctrine of endless torment, 
has, of late, become very common. We 
have already intimated, in a former number, 
that no person should be excommunicated 
from a church of professed christians, 


merely for difiering from a minority or ma- 


jority of its members, in minor matters of 


faith, “d his opinion was founded ina be- 
lief, t that the go-pel and religion of Jesus, 
do not require if. We have not, as yer, 
deeaied this Opinion incorrect, nor shall 
we until we can be shown the pas-age, that 
expressly su ipports it, or referred to some 
good which has, or will, result to the party 
excommunicated, We are confident that 
this practice of stigmatizing persons, who 
may be so unfortunate as to differ with 
members ef the same church tn items of 
faith, will be Jooked upon, some fifty years 
and 
awilul denunciations of the papis's, against 
what they termed the infatuated protes- 
tanis. With these remarks, we proceed to 
oiler a few comments vpon the subject of 
excommunication referred to in the above 
letters. 

We have been informed, from a source 
entitled to the first credit, thai Mrs. Clift, 
upon whom the Presbyterian church in 
Onondaga, have fixed the crime of heresy, 
sustains an irreproachable moral character, 
aud unites inher daily deportment, the spi- 


rit — of the christian. ‘Thi 
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were they to commence a trial : all 
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may fairly be inferred from the lette TS and 
proceedings of the church against her. In 
the catalogue of charges, preferred by the 
church, she is not accused of immoral con- 
duct, nor is it even intimated that she does 
not maintain a christian walk and conyersa- 
tion. On the contrary, it is fair to presume 
that the church considered Mrs, Clift entit- 
led to this character. If she were guilty 
of any immorality, why not specify it ? 
Why not associate it with the 
legations ? Why not make such 
morality the ground of excommunication? 
Why tell her that if she would renounce 
her present faith, that she should be again 
restored to the full communion of the 
church? To these several interrogatories, 
one answer will be sufficient. Her moral 
character was good, and they were willing 
to retain her providing she would believ 
as her pastor and church believed. Let 
this suffice 
We now ask, of what crime was Mrs. C. 
guilty, and for which she deserved excom- 
munication ? What were the charges pre 
ferred against her by the charch to which 
she belonged? Answer. That you disbe- 
lieve the endless punishment of the wicked, 
and advocate the do vctrine cf Universal Sal- 
vation. This is the whole allegation of 
said church against a female. We now ask 
you, reader, if it be a crime to disbelieve a 
doctrine that is based in error, and has not 
a shadow of evidence to support it? Dees 
any person deserve the curses and frowns of 
a church for believing that God is the crea- 
tor of all men? No, 
Does he for believing that he is the provi- 
der of all? No. Does 
that he sent his Son to redeem all ? 
Does he for believing that he is the Saviour 
of all? Before we answer, we ask anoth- 
er question. Has God any where taugh' 
wie doctrine of universal salvation ? We an 
swer yes. He hastaughtitinhis providence, 
in his works and in sending Jesus to save 
all, With suitable acknowledgments to the 
Presbyterian church in Ocondaga, we take 
ilie liberty to say, thatall God’s holy proph- 


ets, all the inspired men of oid, with Jesus ! 


Christ and his apostles, have been guilty 
(if we nay be allowed the form of expres- 
sion) of disbelieving ihe endless. punish- 
ment of the wicked aad of adv: ocating the 
docirine of universa! salvation. For a con- 
firmation of this we refer the reader to 
Acts. ni. 21. How would the church of 
Quondaga, appear, think you, kind reader, 
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God" s holy prophe ts, Jesus Christ and his 
‘for dishelie ‘ving the endless pu- 
nishment of the wicked ? . What would the 
world think of them were they so daring 
and presutptuous as to drive them out of 
heaven, for advocating the doctrine of uni- 
versal salvation ? 

Mrs. Clifi is charged in the course of the 
proceedings against her, of contumacy, and 
is exhorted to repentance. Now, the best 
way to make Mrs. C. renounce universal- 
ism and again embrace the doctrine of 
endless misery, is to show her plain unde- 
niable testimony, that directly supports such 
doctrine. Show her the passage (hat ex- 
pressly says “ the wicked shal! be endlessly 
miserable,’ and we promise that she and 
other universalists will soon renounce the 
doctrine of universal salvation. We are 
* Thus saith the Lord” 
would do more towards making believers 
in the doctrine of the endless punishment 
of the wicked, than it would to convert all 
the pulpits in christendom into veleanos, 
‘hose eruptions would cover a world with 
their su'phureous flames. 

In addition to our remarks, we subjoin 
the following communication from a per- 
son well acquainted with the facts. Ed. 


——— —_— ——— 


a posties, 


FOR THE INQUIRER. 
The several cases of excommunication, 
for. heresy in Salina and Onondaga, have 
been viewed with such indifference, by the 
weil informed, that they have never been 
thought worth publishing, But the case of 
Mrs. Clift, having been given in writing, 
under the authority of the first Presbytert- 
an church in Onondaga, the reader will be 
highly editied by a perusal of those letiers, 
together with the remarks that follow. 
In the case of Mrs. C. there are some 


| things diflerent from those which preceded. 


She is not a widow, but has a husband, who 
is both able and willing to protect her a- 
gainst all the machinations of the clergy. 
Like those who preceded her, she had ever 
supported the character of a pious, meek, 
humble, and exemplary christian. But she 


too has been tried, convicted, and punished 


in part, for the sin of Aeresy, from the testi 
mony of Judd, aud Ezra Bryan, 
on the char ges ot * didiotiavis ig the endless 
pene shinent of the wicked, nad advocating 

the doctrine of universal salvai‘ion.” 1 
nisiiies tt the witnesses testified in the 
court,in which Mrs. Clift was tried, that 
she disbelieved the endless punishment of 
the wicked; ifthey did, if cannot effect the 
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_ ite of universalism whieh she advocates, 
for universalists believe punishment to be 
as endless as Wickedness. : 

Let us inquire, for a moment, into the 
nature of what our opponents call heresy, 


aud see whether it belongs to those mei- | 


tioned by the apostle, or to those who ad- 
here to the dogmas of men. 
when Henry VII. succeeded to the throne 
of England, when the power was entirely 
in the hands of the Pope, and all who did 
tot adhere to the cause of popery were her- 
etics of course, uatil the king beheld the 
far Anne Bolen at a ball, when, it is said, 
he petitioned the Pope for a license to di- 
vorce his old Queen and marry her, which 
was denied him. At which the king chan- 
ges his religious principles and with him all 
the power of England. He declares a- 
gainst the pope, and his religion; divorces 
his old Queen, marries Anne, and heretics 
were moved to the other side at once. At 
this time the poor papistic«] heretics fared 
no better than their predecessors, 

By this we see what forms modern her 
etics: it is being on the weakest side. 

There are no denominations that have 
preceded the universalists, but what have, in 
their turn, been persecuted as heretics, and 
have been treated with all the cruelty that 
the laws of the land wouldadmitof. ‘the 
same spirit which moved John Calvin to as- 
sist in burning Michael’ Servetus to death 
on a fire made of moist green wood, is now 
exercised towards Universalists, so lar as 
the laws of our country will permit. Ev- 
ery christian order, from the days of Christ 
in the flesh, no doubt, have began their 
walk more or less in the light, but the 
powers of darkness have successively risen 
and strove to overpower that light which 
they could not comprehend; always assu- 
ming the garb of Christ and his apostles. 

In a recent case of excommunication, 
from the abovementioned church, of Mrs. 
Abigail Robertson, a widow, and a person 
of unblemished character, both in, and out, 
of the church, for the crime of believing 
that God will have all men to be saved and 
come to the knowledge of the truth, a 
whole congregation of church and people 
could sit and hear read, and adapted to her 
case, the incestuous Corinthian contained in 
1 Corinthians, 5th chapter! ! Astonishing 
stupidity in those who kuew the character 
impeached, to let pass without notice, the 
sink of corruption which pervades in a grea- 
ter or less degree, almost all the nominal 
churches of Christ. Had they read the 9th 


At the time | 


| lime and opportunity shall offer. 





chapter of St. John, insiead of the above, 
they would have had a case peculiarly ap- 
plicable, But truth was never made to 
subserve the purposes of darkness. It was 
done by a minister of the popular party, 
and so it must puss. 

The several cases hefore noticed, begin- 
ning with Mrs. Merrill at Salina, who was 
the first martyr, to that of Mr. C. now pen- 
ding, shall hereafter recieve due notice, #8 
But be- 
fore I close, I would take some notice of 
that heresy spoken of in 2 Peter, ti. 1, and 
in Titus iii. 10: and see if itwill at all ap- 
ply to what is termed heresy by modern. or- 
thodoxy. Thet was for “ denying the Lord 
that bought us:” this for not professing faith 
in the endless pucishment of the wicked, 
and advocating the doctrine of Universal 
Salvation. Pasul directs Titus what to 
teach: see ‘Titus iii. from 1, to 9, inclusive, 
to which shereader is respectfully referred. 
In the 10th verse, he says, “ A man that is 
an heretic, after the first and second admo- 
nition, reject; verse 11, knowing that he 
that is such, is subverted, and sinneth, be- 
ing condemned of himself.” This kind of 
heretic then must be such an one as holds 
to a fundamental error in points relative to 





| the preceding directions of Paul to Titus, 
what to teach, if so reject him: so say |, 


for we have no other way to determine 


what error is, but by the standard of truth. 
. D. M. 


Remarks on a devout spirit. 


We insert the following remarks ona de- 
vout spirit, taken from the Boston Re- 
corder, at the request of an aged friend, 
who, notwithstanding he differs with us 
in cer‘air points of faith, sustains the 
character of a meek, pious and worthy 
christian. We are confident that many, 
if not all our readers, will be pleased 
with the production. It breathes a spi- 
rit of love and devotion that assimilates 
to the experience of the christian, and 
paints, in never fading colors, the stupi- 
dity, the coldness, the indifference of the 
luke warm professor. There may be 
some points which the reader will not 
wholly approve, but with the general spi- 
rit &seniiment he cannot butagree. ED. 


Christians olten mourn the loss of a de- 
vout spirit. They are ashamed at the re- 
luctance with which they fall upon their 





| knees, and at the alacrity with which they 
ri-e from them, They complain that their 
\ 
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devotions are spiritless and unace iptalle ve 
God, and tedious and aninteresiing to them- 
selves. 

Lied away captive by Satan, thev have 
no heart to sing * the songs of Zion.” Tie 
praises of God * languish on their tongues” 
prayer isa burden, ¢ aud intercession, instead 
of being expressive of spiritual sympathy, 
hecomes a mere habit of praying for those 
whom they periodically recollect. Com- 
paring these unhallowed oilerings with the 
‘effectual fervent prayers” of the righteous 
man, they discover a deplorable Celiviency, 
and partly wih despair, and partly » ish de 
sire, 
months past, as in the days when Gad pre- 
served me, when his candle shied upon 
my head, and when by his lich: | «waked 
through darkness.” Job. xxix. 2. 

ve _ make these comp!:i 
doubtiess neglee'ed, or hasti!y jp: 
their devotions, for ‘such ales e'h of time, 
that their affection for the obec ct of Cheam 
has i yp da kind of listless inditference 
has suceceded, which is to the vigorous ex- 


~. 


ercise of devout feelings, what the feeble 


{:, have 


appetite of sickuess is to the keen relish of 


health. They have allowed the werld to 
assume au importance which its Creator 
never taicnded it should : they have been 
deluded by a power which their own ima- 
ginations have created, and dazzled by a 
light which their own sensual desires have 
enkindled. Religion bes not however, lost 
all its influence over them, but is allowed 
still alternately with the world to exert it. 
This divided life is, in every possible view, 
irrational and unhappy. When they are 
in the world, conscience, true as their sha- 
dow to follow them, breaks in upon their 
vain amusements and interrupts them. 

When they are in the duties of religion, 
the world driyes away devotion, and leaves 
a thoughtless and formal service. Thus 
they resemble a 
live midway between earth and heaven ; 
who, having no joys of their own, are per- 
mitted to witness, but never to possess the 
happiness of the one, or the “ vain glory” 
of the other, It is safely affirmed of such 
persons, that they are miserable. 
may appear the reverse of this ; externally 
they may be happy and gay; all without 
may be bright; but that little unknown 
world within which once the sun of right- 
ecusness enlightened, is now dark as night ; 

and even its “reflected light which caused 
their faces to shine, isnow withdrawn. They 
have no confidence to carry their wan's to 
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God, and no 3 atthe of re liot from a 
other source. ‘They are empty, but not 
hungry, and feverish, but no thirsty. Spi- 
rithess aud void of motive, they go through 
the duties of life. 

There are doubtiess many christians who 
have notso entirely lost the spirit of devo- 
tion, but whose reli igion is nevertheless 
joyle ss, Who have ceased to experience that 

peace which passeth understanding.” 
‘These persons ceased not to pray, to read 


| the scriptures, to attend cburch, to convers¢ 


on aie anc to give alms. But they 


/are not conscicus that all these are so ma- 


they exclaim, *f O that 1 were as in| 


ied. These 


formed 


rce of beings that should | 





nv taxes levied to quiet conscicnce, and to 
leave them the rest of their Ume unmolest- 
are the wrefched ones who 
can pass whole days together without mie 
sine the © light of God’s countenance,” 
who are w Ning to leave the joys of his sal- 
vation, to apy who desire thein. These are 
ihe ow ical Ones, hearts, though 
deserted, cannot ache, who Lave not thie 
power of meurning for their state. These 
classes of aodevout christians are not only 
in a state void of all rational and elevating 
‘appiness, but they are in a state of post- 
live peitl. 

Many, if not most of the inconsistencies 
of christians, arise from the absence of a 
devout spirit. ‘The cliristian who ts not de- 
lighted to pray, will have no interest to 
“ watch ;” andthe moment le discontinues 
to watch, he ceases to live a “ life of faith,” 
he lowers his standard of holy living, he 
loses sight in himself of any evidences of a 
renewed hea t, and cradually falls into a 
state of cold indifference. This state of 
feeling prepares him, al every periodical 
return of painful reflection, to. give ear to 
faise doctrine. There is nothing which so 
surely disposes a man for renunciation of 
the doctrines of the gospe}, as a continual 
consciouspess that his conduct is not such 
a> is reguired by them. [tis rarely the case . 
that churches, or individua!s renounce the 
disting uishing doctrines of the gospel, un- 
til these docirines become troublesome by 
the reproofs they suggest. How important 
then to our happiness, our safety, and our 
future glory, is the possession of a devout 
spirit! How earnestly should we seek it, 
and how carefully cherish it. 

Many cautions against losing this spirit, 
and many means to preserve it, might be 
proposed lor the consideration of those who 
feel the force of these remarks, but our h- 
mits will confine us to a few of the least ob- 
vious, but not the least important. 
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most eauiel is, never to un- 
The attention of man 
should be directed first to what ss most im- 
portant, and when that is accomplished, 
next to ober ts of inferior importsnee, The 
concerns of the soul are, without dispuie, 
the raost important. “ For what isa man 
profited, if he gain the whole 


d 


lore his own sonal. ? and what shail a man | 


vive io exchange for his soul?” it was tn 
answer to these plain, but infinitely aoe- 
gual Comparisons, that a good man ouce 
charged ! his s friend, first to take care of his 
soul, next of his body, nad then, if he bad 
any time left, to discharge his varjous sec- 
ular duties. Prayer has beea catied the 
breathing of the soul, and is therefore as vi- 
tal to tue divine life, as imbaling the air ts | 
vital to the life of the body. " then, a 

man would not be profited though he gain- | 
ed the whe!e world, and yet lose a devout 
spirit, how careful should he be never to un- 
dervalue it. 

Another caution of equal if not greater 
importance, is, to beware of the interrup- 
tious Of Satan. The machinations of this 
“ orince of darkness” are almost sensible. 
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69 
religion, his Pee ions should be interest- 
ling. ‘Fhey must be aad in such a 
manner, that the recollecttions of them will 
be pleasing, and the recurrence te them in- 
viliny. ‘There should be no horrors eboat 
our closets. We shocld never punish our- 
iselves with © jong oravers,” or painful pos- 
Our places cf Cevotion should be 
is most convenient 
jand the most comfortable apartments in our 
should net be too 


Teepe 
Lures. 


ithe most re “t tii. } 
adh i retired, besa : 


| houses. Our exerc ises 
vleng. Lf sacred music animates us, we 
should singa hymn. If the beaniies of na- 
ture elevate our thoughts, we should view 
ihem. I]! reflection best disposes us for 
communion willis God, we should enjoy it. 
ifthe souad of our own voice Guickens our 
devotion, we should pray aloud. What- 
ever bas a tendency to connect with our 
devotious, associations of pleasure of the 


l hatiest kind, should not be disregarded. 


[tas equaily important Chat our devotion- 
al feelings should be habitucl. There isa 
greet ditlereice between praying occasion- 
al’ ys and a continual flow “ ‘devout feelings, 
It is conceiv abie that « man may “ say his 
prayers” for years, and yet never, duriog 





tie seems to oot pee uliar eflorts 'o des- 
troy the prayers of tee saints. Wien a 

christian is at his devotions, some pian of 
aggrandizeme: nt is spread before his fancy, 


the whole period, expericnce devout fcel- 
ings. A devout spirit must get into the 
very. consitution of his soul, if he would 
inaster ihe * disease of our fallen nature,” 


in D vel and br “Wiant colors ; some duiv fang { offer accepti ib.e wors ship to G: Tt i 


jong neglected assumes new importance ; 
some improvement in business, or some 
subject for speculation, is presente ed: or, if 
the mind be too serious for this, some plan 
of benevoience never belure inonghi of; to 
nu minister, some text of scripture, opencd | 
and divided for study is proposed: if the 
mind is still more solemn, resolutions of a- 
mendment of life, topics for scli-reproof and 
self-examination are sugeesied ; perhaps 
eathusiastic views of God’s special favor, 
assurances of his tmmeciate attention to 
their requests, new interpretations, aod new | 
applications of scripture. What is remark- | 
able about all these suggestions, is their 
evanescent character. ‘lhe moment the 
christian rises from his devotions, or leaves 
the temp!e of God, ail these plans, specu- 
lations and assurances, take flight or sink 
in importance, and he wonders they should 
have occupied him. Bat he wonders only 
until he begins to pray again. | 

Jt is of the first importance that our de- 
votional erercises be interesting. That re- 
ligion whose “ ways” are not “ pleasant- | 
hess” and * peace,” is not the religion of the | 
gospel, ff aman has embraced the truc | 


ee 


Sach habitual cevotion produces ejacu- 
letory prayer. Acid this sudden and mo- 
mentary direction cf the thoughts to God, 
is of great importance to the christian. 
There are so many situations of tempta- 
tious, when the mere lifting of the eye to 
God wiil tmpart strength to the dying reso- 
| luiton, ihere are so many moments “ rich 
in blessing,” when the heart should utter its 
swelling emotions, and be ennobled by the 
| expression of its own gratituc le ; there are 
| so many pangs which are rclieved by of- 
| fering this short petition, ** Father thy will 
be Joue,” (at our devotions should be ha- 
bitual as well as interesiing. 

Iu retlecting upon the unhappy aud per- 
ilous Condition of the uudevout worship- 
per, wWio would not be wil'ing to bestow 
upon the acquisition of a devout spirit, all 
that watchfulness and attention which so 
excellent a grace requires. In reflecting 
upon the pure rational and exalting plea- 
sures of a devout mind, who would not 
adopt the language of ihe pious Cowper, 


O for a closer walk with God ! 
A calm, a heavenly frame, 
A light to shine upon the read 
That leads me to tne Lamb. 
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From the Boston U. M —— 


To the Ministers and members 
of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 


which I do not recoliect ever to have expe- 
rienced, that I write this leiter. 
known to many of you, that for more than 
seven years, I had the honor of being an 
acceptable member of your communion. 
1 commenced the study of theology some 
years ago with the sole object of making 
myself useful to the Methodist connexion ; 
but my investigations have led me to reject 
what you consider the marrow of the gos- 
pel. I was very willing to believe (in di- 
vinity) all that you required of me; but I 
could not believe without evidence ; and 
itis little more than a year, since | have 
given up all expectation of obtaining it. 

I always doubted the doctrine of endless 
misery : but thought it might be true ; and 
that my unbelief proceeded from ignorance: 
for I thought so maay whom || esteemed as 
ministers and fathers i in the church were cer- 
tainly right, and heartily wished myself like 
them. 

While I was assisted and directed in my 
theological studies, [ was without a guide 
or prepossessions, in philosophy ; and my 
mind, ever on the stretch to solve the vari- 
ous phenomena,which I saw surrounded me, 
at length dispelled the darkness, and led me 
to certain and inevitable conclusions,which 
I perceived, I could never reconcile to 
what I had been ta’ ight was true in divinity. 
{ knew very well that what was false in phi- 
losophy could not be true in theology. 
Such, however, was my affection for you, 
my brethren, that I-resolved not to leave 
you ; and to avoid being expelled, I thought 
of studying medicine, and was on the very 
eve of laying aside all ideas of continuing 
in the ministry, when I found I could not 
reconcile it to my conscience : and that as 
J was a citizen of the world, | was respon- 
sible for my conduct, to a higher tribunal 
than a sectarian platform of faith: and that 
Tought to act from a higher motive than 
merely the opinions or feet ings of the wisest 
or most pious of my religious friends. I 
have no intention of pig ning the mo- 
tives by whicl: I think a large majority of 
you are actuated]—t{ do think you sincere, 
and if itwereinmy power I would stillliveon 
terms of christian friendship with you, but 
I have good reason to believe it will be im- 
possible, except in a few instances. It is 


It is well | 
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true, | think early preju L ces keep you from 
the truth; but I make a difference between 
an error of the head and one of the heart, 
honesty being ali that is essential to good- 


| ness. 
Dear Brethren,-—It is with sensations | 


As I had never read any Universalist 
books nor heard any preaching till I es- 
poused the doctrine, you will easily per- 
ceive that reason and the scrip were 
my only guide. Fcantraly say (and | be- 
deve you who are acquain'ed with me, will 
not doubt it) that it has been my anxious 
desire and prayer, to know and understand 
the truth. Iam unable to say what [may 
believe hereafter ; but this | can say, that I 
now us firmly believe that all mankind will 
be restored to heliness and happiness, as | 
believe that they wil! exist after the death 
ofthe body. Indeed [ believe that what is 
called orthodoxy, is well calculsted to make 
sceptics. Begimeing with the church of 


tures 


| Rome, and passing through the various 





grades of orthodoxy down to Universalism, 
I really think the more orthodox the worse, 

and the more heterodox the better, till we 
arrive to the last mentioned doctrine, which 
alone is consistent with the whole tenor of 
the scriptures and commen sense. I have 
not embraced the doc trine of the final hap- 
piness of ail men, * without the strongest 
conviction of its truth ; nor rejected the 
doctrine of endless misery, but froma full 
conviction that it cannot be supported by 
any fair interpretation of the scriptures, or 
by any course of logical reasoning, frem 
the justice, goodness, wisdom and power of 
the Deity. Believing as I do in the truth 
of the scriptures, and having no doubt that 
they teach in the most positive manner the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation ; | feel my- 
self bound by the most solemn and sacred 
obligations, to use my utmost influence 
(however small) to diffuse its light among 
my fellow men. As I believe nothing can 
be more laudable in public teachers, than 
io disseminate what they conscientiously 
think the truth, I shall always respect an 
honest zeal in those from whom I differ ; ; 
and all I ask is “ that mercy | to others 
show.” 

Truth alone is my object, and truth has 
nothing to fear from a contrast with error, 
or the closest investigation. If you are in 
an error, my brethren, (and who knows 
that you are not) itis to your own advan- 
tage to be convinced of it ; and as < cer- 
tainly think you are, you will not take it ill 
in me, in pointing out to you in a candid 
manner, what ! consider the most excep- 
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tionable sartef your system and articles ef , tion the infallibility of the discipline? Have 
| ) y y P 


faith. 

1. Let meask those of you, who are ver 
sed in the New Testament and church his- 
tory, if you have any authory for Episco- 
pacy. You cannot be ignorant that the 
primitive churches chose their own pastors. 
“ One is your Mastereven Christ,” are ye 
not then all brethren? Is not Episcopacy 
an appendage of Monarchy ; and every 
way wiworthy a free and enlightened peo- 

le 2 

2..What are the qualifications you re- 
quire in those you authorize to preach? If 
a young man eourely ignorant of the scrip- 
tures, snd every species of literature, ex- 
cepi being barely able to read and 
write, be operated upon in a reformation ; 
and in the moment of his religious excite- 
ment, fincies himself called to preach ; if 
he can speak fluently, is he not sent forth to 
teach mankind without any other reason to 
offer, why they should beiieve, than that 
they will be damned if they don’t; and who 
knows of no other way by which men can 
become virtuous, but by passing through 
the same sninal and menial excitement they 
themselves experienced? After a young 


man is thus taken on a crew, what oppor- 
tunity has he of getting knowledge? It is 


true, that some who have a thirst for learn. 
ing, which nothing can remove, obtain much 
general information; but of yourthousands 
o: preachers in the United States, where 
are your respectable authors ? Is not your 
whole system unfriendly to literature ? 
Whai opportunity can men have for study, 
whose every moment is occupied in trav- 
eliing, preaching, and visiting from house to 
house? Ik it not an opinion among you, 
(hat your most ignorant preachers are the 
most useful in getting up awakenings ? 
How often have { heard it said, that such | 
and such preachers had lost their usefulness | 
when no other reason could be assigned, 
than that they had become dispassionate, 
and had laid aside that fiery zeal and posi- 
tiveness, by which their first preaching was 
characterized! 1 ask this serious question, 
is not your form of charch government cal- 
culated to impede the growth of she mind ? 
Who among you dare publish a book, with 

out the consent of the Conference 2? And, 
who rules the Conference? Who dare 
preach a sermon without consulting the dis- 
‘ipline more than the bible? What room 
ean there be for- improvement while every 
preacher is bound by the same chain, and 

Oo cne dares fur 2 moment to call in ques- | 











not all the exertions of those, who wished 
well to science, and who tried their utmost 
to establish Seminarics among you, proved 
unavailing, and can you not discover the 
real cause ? 

I know you say, the Lord does not seem 
to prosper your schools, which has bgen the 
fact from the days of Mr. Wesley, and 
which it is to be feared, always will be with 
your present regulations. 

In order to shut heresy out of the church, 
do you not shut out a ? Who 
among you read Unitarian or Universalist 
pubjications ? And if any of your church 
members do read them, and speak of them 
in terms of approbation, are they not im- 
mediately suspected of heresy, and treated 
coolly? Is not the theological library at 
Newark watched with a jealous eye. 
A little work entitled ‘‘ THE ERRORS OF 
METHODISM,” Containing some friendly ad- 
vice to those who are in the habit of dis- 
turbing their peaceable brethren by their 
shouts in time of worship, (although writ- 
ten by a Wesleyan Methodist,) could not 
peaceably remain. Was it not determined 
to exclude Priestley’s discourses ? ‘You 
very justly complain of the illiberality of 
some of the Calvinists, but what would be 
thought of the Professors at Andover, if 
they were to exclude from their library 
Universalist, Unitarian, Arminian, or even 
Deistical books ? ‘Truth can never be in 
any real danger, for God is its author and 
supporter. Who has any thing to fear fron 
storms, whose house is built ona rock ? 
A man may well tremble if he stands on a 
sandy foundation, but it is to his own ad- 
vantage to be made sensible of his danger. 


| 1 shall endeavor ina fature number to point — 


out in a tender manner as possible some 
errors in your articles of faith. 


ELIPHALET CASE, 





Utica, Aug. 24, 1823. 
FOR THE INQUIRER. 
Sir,—I have just been perusing a piece 


| in your paper which intimates that after the 


judgment all will be well i. e. we shall all 
be saved in heaven, or, if we go to hel!, we 
shall be restored. I have had serious tho’ls 
upon that subject, and by way of informa- 
tion, I will here siate a few lines, which, if 
you think proper, you may publish in your 
useful paper, together with an answer. 

1. In the 20th chapter of Revelations, 
you will see the judgment desciibed. i 
goes on to describe after the judgment, the 
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sentence pronounced, and death and he Mi is 
cast into the lake of fire. 
were not found written in the book of life, 
were cast into the lake of fire. Now 


fain class who are to be 
ireand brimstone, and, for my part, [ amun- | 
able t@find the text which says they shall | 
come oul. See aiso xxi. 4, where it says | 
‘©God shall wipe away all tears from their | 
eyes, (not all eyes,) viz. the eyes of those 
who are written in the book of life. Again, 
‘He that overcometh shall inherit all! 
things, and I will be his God and he shall 
be my son: but the fearful, and unbeliev- 
ing, and the abominable, and murderer, and 
Ww horemon; ver; and sorcerer, and idolater, 


and all liars shall have their part in that | 


lake which burneth with fire and brimstone : 
(verse 24.) ‘* And the nations of them that 
are saved shall walk in the light of it: (verse 
27:) And there shail in no wise enter into it 
any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever 
worketh abomination or maketh a lie ; bet 
they which are written in the Lamb’s book 
of life. ‘* He that is unjust let him be un- 
just still, and he that is filthy !ct him be fil- 
thy still, and he that is righteous let him be 
righteous still, and he that is holy let him 
be boly still.” Now, ifso, why continue so 
still? Because there is no place for re- 
pentance : hell is their portion. ‘* Aad be- 
hold Icome quickly, and my reward is 
with me, to give to every man according 
as his work shail be.” Rev. 
How is that? 
tion as well as the righteous theirs. Verse 
“ Blessed are they that do his com- 
mandments, that they may have right to 
the tree of life, and may enter in through 
the gates into the city.” Verse 15 : For 
without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whore- 
mongers, and murderers, and idol laters, and 
whatsoever loveth and maketh a lie.” 

Now, sir, get these, last mentioned, into 
heaven, if you can. Please to recollect 
that these transactions are after the jadg- 
ment when they receive their due according 
as their works ” ve been. Verse 18: For 
I testify unto every man that beareth the 
words of the seekaey of this book, If any 
man shall add unto this pro;hecy, God 


shail add unto him the PLacuss that are | 


1, 7 


wriiten iv this book, and ifary man sha!) | 


take away from the words of this prophec 

God shall take away his part out of the bo: i | 
of life and out of the holy city, aud from 
the things which are writtea in this kete? 
: J should be glad to sce this explained thro’ 
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And whosoever | 
i restuntil | am sa isfied as to 
,sir, it 
is plain that the scripture speaks of a cer- | 
Cast into a lake of 





rn ° * 2 . i 
To give to sinners their por- | 


1 am now 
!} take no 
irce im- 
port. Lem aware it will be said, that this 
iias reference to Jews or Gentiles. [ know 
the blasphemy of them wh ch say thev are 
Jews and are not, and are of the syhagogue 
| of Satan: 
This is all that keeps me from embracing 
the doctrine of Universal Sa!vaiion. 
I remain yours respecifully, &e. 


EGO. 


JTaquirer. 
», and sh: 
their 


ium of the 
which Way (ogo 


the me 


doubtip 


} 
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(.dnswer in our neat.) 
—_ 


LOVE. 


When love supreme reigns in our hearts 
With heav’nly influence 

Fear, slavish fear, quickly departs 
Before Omnipotence. 


Our hands promptly extend relief 
To sorrow’s child distress’d ; 

Our hearts are melted with grief 
Of orphans, poor, oppress’d. 


With joy do we impart our store, 
The hungry soul to feed ; 

Nor drive the naked froi our door, 
but clothe them as they need: 


Not like the boastful Pharisee, 
Who does bestow his gold, 

Tat others may his good works see, 
His deeds abroad be told. 


Lord may thy never ceasing love 
Reign in our every breast ; 

Till ail shall meet in realas above ; 
The mansions of the bless‘d, 


OSCAR; 


NOTiCe. 

No Communication forwarded by mail, 
canbe received, except the postage be paid. 
(G A BRIEF REPLY, 

To the Rev. Lemuc! Haynes’ sermon 
against Universal Saivation—by the Rev. 
Hosea Ballou of Boston, for sale by C. 
Nichols, at his printing office in this viliage : 
price 6 cenis. 
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Know thyself.—Tbe best way to gaina 
knowledge of ourselves, is to convert the 
imperfections of others into a mirror for 
discovering Cur own. 


Better is a dry morsel, and quiciness 
therewith, than au house full of sacrifices 
with strife. Solemon. 
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